
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is Night to Shine? 

Tim Tebow’s Night to Shine is a prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with special needs ages 

14 and older. On February 7, 2020, nearly 700 churches from around the world will host Night to Shine for 

thousands of honored guests! The first part of the event will feature VIP treatment including hair and makeup 

“touch-up” stations, shoeshine booth, corsages/boutonnieres and professional photographs.  Guests will also enjoy 

karaoke, a “fun” photo booth and short limo rides.  When everyone has completed their royal treatments, the 

guests and their buddies will enter the main event on a red carpet complete with a welcoming crowd and 

“paparazzi”.  Honored guests and registered volunteers will be treated to a catered meal, followed by a dance 

hosted by DJ Cain.  The highlight of the night will come when each Night to Shine guest is crowned as a king or 

queen of the prom. 

Who is hosting Night to Shine? 

Night to Shine is sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation and hosted by the United Methodist Church of the Cross 

in Salina.  Thanks to generous grants from the Dane G. Hansen Foundation and the Earl Bane Foundation, the event 

will be catered and held at Kansas Wesleyan University in the Student Activities Center.  Guests arrive between 

5:30-6:00 pm, with the event ending around 9:00 pm. 

Who is eligible to be a guest? 

The event is open to anyone 14 or older with physical or cognitive special needs. We do not have specific 

guidelines for the eligibility of guests in relation to the legitimacy or severity of their disabilities. However, we do 

not think this event is appropriate for people with predictable aggressive or violent behavior.  The event is 

crowded and loud--and can be overwhelming and overstimulating. And while we have a sensory-friendly “quiet 

room” for people to take breaks, we are concerned about the safety of all attendees for the duration of the 

evening.  People with a history of hurting themselves or others in overstimulating environments may not enjoy this 

evening and could potentially injure other attendees or volunteers. Please discuss this with your case manager if 

you have a concern. 

Is there a cost to attend? 

Night to Shine is free for guests to attend. 

How many guests can attend? 

Attendance is limited, and registrations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  Registrations will be 

accepted until the event is full or up to one week prior to the event. We will announce on our Facebook page and 

our web site if the event registration closes early due to reaching capacity. 

Should the guest attend alone or with a date? 

There is no need to find a date.  Each guest will be paired with a “buddy” for the evening as soon as they enter the 

event. Honored guests are welcome to attend as a couple or in small group, but all guests must register 

individually. Guests who need to attend with a Personal Attendant are welcome to do so—just be sure and include 

Personal Attendant information on your registration form.  Email us at SalinaNightToShine@gmail.com to discuss 

any other situations we need to accommodate. 
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What is a Buddy? 

Buddies accompany their assigned guest throughout the evening, providing companionship and assistance during 

the event. They sit with their guest during dinner, accompany them to the various entertainment and specialty 

stations, and engage with them in conversation. Buddies need to be at least 16 years old. 

Have Buddies had background checks? 
Yes, all buddies will have background checks. 

What can parents and caregivers do during the event? 
While Night to Shine is happening, parents and caretakers are invited to relax in the Respite Area, located in the 

second-floor lobby of the KWU Student Activity Center or sit in the bleachers in Muir Gym and get in on the fun!  

Refreshments will be available in the Respite Area. 

Will EMT or medical staff be available during the event? 
Yes, an EMT and nurse will be on-site to attend to guest needs. Medical staff and volunteers will not be able to 

administer medication or treatments during the event, so please have a parent or caregiver stay on-site during the 

event if medication will be required.  

What kind of care is available for guests? 

In addition to the EMT and nurse, we will have a sensory-friendly Quiet Room where guests can go if they need to 

take a break.  

What is the attire for guests? 
Attire ranges from formal wear to jeans. We encourage everyone to dress up as much as they want, but it’s more 

important that people attend and have fun. Dress however you are comfortable.  Please don’t let clothes prevent 

anyone from attending. We will be seeking donations of gently used clothes and shoes and will make those freely 

available to all guests at a “Get Your Shine On” event to be held at Church of the Cross United Methodist on Jan. 

25. 

What is the attire for volunteers? 
Buddies—Recommended attire is anywhere from khakis to semi-formal. We prefer Buddies not wear jeans since 

Buddies will be in photographs with guests.  KWU Buddies can wear “game day” attire.  
  

Other volunteers should dress appropriately for their jobs.  Jeans are fine if they work for your job for the evening. 

Night to Shine t-shirts are encouraged if you have one from previous years. We do not have a group order this year, 

but Night to Shine t-shirts are available from www.nighttoshineshop.com. Volunteers representing a particular 

organization are encouraged to wear logo attire from their organization.  Kansas Wesleyan University student 

volunteers are welcome to wear KWU logo attire. 

 

What is provided to eat? 

A buffet dinner will be provided to all guests, Buddies and registered volunteers. Please indicate dietary restrictions 

on the guest registration form.     

How will we get updates on the event? 

We encourage everyone to register online if possible, so that we can capture your email address. We will send 

event information via email and post on Facebook. If you are unable to provide an email address, you will need to 

check our Facebook page for event updates.  

Contact info 

Email:  SalinaNightToShine@gmail.com 
Facebook:  Salina Night to Shine 
Web site: salinanighttoshine.wixsite.com/salinanighttoshine 
Phone: Pat Mills (785-819-4454) or Valerie Johnson (316-765-1106) 
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